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Secretary General

Giannalia Cogliandro Beyens joined the leading European network on Cultural Management and
Cultural Policy education in 2002 with the assignment to manage and expand a growing network of
over 100 members in 40 countries. Giannalia is also administrator of the Thomassen Fund
(mobility fund) and serves on several boards. In 2010 she was elected member of the Advisory
group of the European Platform Access to Culture. Former Policy Officer of the Cultural Forum of EUROCITIES, the
network of major European cities, she successfully designed and coordinated within this prestigious organization
several transnational projects in the field of culture. Earlier, she was appointed Secretary General of the
Association of the European Cities of Culture of the year 2000 set up in 1996 by the European Commission.
Journalist since 1993, she was Press & PR Officer for the N.A.T.O organization in Rome. For the European
Commission she wrote 10 reports on social European policy and a major study on the European Cities of Culture for
the year 2000. Educated at the University “La Sapienza” in Rome, Giannalia holds a Degree in Political Sciences -
International relations, a M.A. in European & International Career Studies and a M.A. in European Constitution. Her
final dissertation was supervised by Pietro Pastorelli, professor of international politics in Rome and head of the
Diplomatic archives at the Italian Foreign Office. Giannalia was trained for six months at the European Commission
and at the Italian Institute for Foreign Trade, ICE, (European Affairs Department) in Brussels.
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